
 

 

In England, professional grey squirrel control involves trapping and humane dispatch, 
alongside comprehensive proofing to prevent re-entry. These services are the safest and 
most effective option for dealing with infestations, particularly in attics, where legal and 
humane considerations are paramount.  

Legal obligations for professionals 

Professional pest controllers must adhere to strict legal requirements when dealing with 
grey squirrels.  

• Invasive species: The grey squirrel is a non-native, invasive species. Once caught, it 
is illegal under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 to release it back into the wild. 

• Humane dispatch: Any trapped grey squirrel must be humanely dispatched by a 
competent person. Drowning or other inhumane methods are illegal. 

• Red squirrel protection: In areas where native red squirrels are present, 
professionals must be careful not to trap them. If a red squirrel is accidentally 
captured, it must be released immediately. 

• No poison: There are no longer any legally authorised poisons for professional grey 
squirrel control in the UK, following the discontinuation of warfarin products in 
2023. 

Professional control methods 

1. Trapping and dispatch 

• Live-capture traps: These are humane cage traps designed to capture the squirrel 
alive. Professionals bait them with food like peanuts or maize. They must be 
checked at least once daily. After capture, the squirrel is humanely dispatched, 
typically by shooting with an airgun or cranial concussion. 

• Approved spring traps: Kill traps, such as Fenn traps or Kania 2000, may be used in 
areas where red squirrels are not at risk. These must be set inside an artificial tunnel 
to prevent the trapping of non-target species. The traps are designed to kill the 
squirrel instantly.  

2. Proofing and exclusion 

After removing the squirrels, sealing entry points is critical to prevent a new infestation.  

• Detailed inspection: Professionals perform a thorough inspection to identify all 
entry points, which can be as small as a 50mm gap. They check for gnaw marks, 
droppings, and damage to insulation. 



 

 

• Block access points: Holes and gaps are sealed with durable materials that 
squirrels cannot chew through, such as metal mesh (16 gauge or higher), steel wool, 
or metal plates. 

• Trim overhanging trees: A simple but effective method is to cut back any tree 
branches that provide squirrels with easy access to the roof or gutters.  

3. Site cleanup and decontamination 

Squirrels can contaminate attic spaces with urine and droppings, posing a health risk.  

• Contaminated insulation: Professionals can remove and safely dispose of soiled 
or damaged loft insulation. 

• Biocidal spray: The affected area is treated with a biocidal spray to kill bacteria and 
sanitise the space.  

Why hire a professional? 

Attempting DIY squirrel removal can be dangerous and ineffective. 

• Safety and legality: Professionals are trained to comply with complex legislation 
and to handle the humane dispatch of captured animals safely and ethically. 

• Species identification: In regions where red squirrels are present, a professional 
can accurately identify the species to ensure the protected red squirrels are not 
harmed. 

• Effective treatment: Professionals use targeted methods to guarantee the 
infestation is fully removed and have the expertise to properly proof the property to 
prevent future problems. 

• Health and safety: Handling traps and potentially infected animals, especially if 
rats are also present, carries a risk of disease. Professionals have the necessary 
personal protective equipment (PPE) and training to handle these risks.  

 
Having problems with Squirrels? 
 
Please call us today on 020 3784 6297 / 07531 574 537 or email info@purityds.com 
 


