Controlling wasps in the UK:

Wasps can be a nuisance and a potential hazard in the UK, particularly during late summer
when their activity peaks. While wasps are beneficial for the ecosystem, especially earlier
in the year when they prey on other insects, their aggressive nature and potential for painful
stings warrant control measures when they pose a risk to humans or pets.

Here's a breakdown of the best way to control wasps in the UK:
1. Prevention and deterrence

¢ Remove Food Sources: Keep food and drinks covered, especially sugary or protein-
rich items, when eating outdoors. Clean up spills immediately. Wasps are attracted
to these food sources.

e Secure Waste Bins: Use bins with tight-fitting lids and empty them frequently. Keep
bins at a distance from doors and windows to avoid attracting wasps indoors.

e Seal Entry Points: Inspect your home for any cracks or gaps around windows, doors,
and walls, and seal them to prevent wasps from entering and nesting inside.

e Wasp Repellent Plants: Wasps are naturally repelled by certain scents. Planting
herbs like basil, mint, lavender, marigolds, or eucalyptus in your garden can help
deter them.

e Avoid Bright Colours and Strong Scents: Wearing bright or floral patterns can attract
wasps. Similarly, strong perfumes or summery scents can also be attractive to
wasps, particularly towards the end of summer.

2. Dealing with an active nest

e Professional Pest Control: This is the safest and most effective method for dealing
with established or large wasp nests. Professionals have the correct protective
equipment and access to powerful insecticides to eliminate the colony safely and
efficiently.

o Finding a Professional: Look for a professional pest controller in your area.

o Treatment Process: A pest controller will typically apply an insecticide near
the nest entrance. Wasps then carry the chemical into the nest, killing the
colony within a few days.

o Nest Removal: Nest removal is not always necessary after treatment, but it
can be done for an extra charge, or you can remove the nest yourself after a
few days when all wasps are confirmed dead.



e DIY Products (with extreme caution): DIY products can be effective on small nests,
particularly in the early spring when the nests are small and the queen is starting to
build her colony.

o Wasp Spray/Foam: Use a specific wasp nest destroyer foam or spray
designed for the purpose.

o Wasp Powder: If the nest is not visible, wasp powder can be applied where
wasps are seen entering your property, such as under roof tiles or vents.

o Protective Gear: Always wear full protective clothing, including a long-
sleeved shirt, pants, gloves, and a face mask to protect yourself from stings.

o Timing: Treat the nest in the evening or early morning when wasps are less
active and most are inside the nest.

o Safety First: Do not stand directly under the nest and follow product
instructions precisely. NEVER attempt DIY nest removal if you are allergic to
wasp stings. Wasps release alarm pheromones when threatened, attracting
more wasps, and unlike bees, wasps can sting multiple times.

e Wasp Traps: These can help reduce the number of wasps around your home and
garden, especially during peak season.

o Bait: Use a sweet liquid bait like sugar water, juice, beer, or even overripe
fruit. Adding a few drops of dish soap to the bait can reduce surface tension
and trap the wasps.

o Placement: Hang traps away from human activity, preferably in a sunny area.
3. Post-treatment and monitoring

e Remove Treated Nests: After applying insecticide, allow at least 24 hours for the
wasps to die off before carefully removing the nest. Wear protective clothing and
double-bag the nest before disposing of it in an outside bin with a secure lid.

¢ Monitor and Prevent Re-infestation: Continue to practice preventative measures,
such as sealing entry points and removing food sources, to deter wasps from
returning to the area.

¢ Professional Inspection: If you suspect a wasp nest but cannot locate it, consider a
professional inspection to ensure safe removal and prevent future problems.

Important Note: Distinguishing between bees and wasps is crucial, as bees are beneficial
pollinators and should not be harmed. Bees are typically hairier and less aggressively



striped than wasps. Consult a professional if you are unsure which insect you are dealing
with.

Having problems with wasps?

Please call us today on 020 3784 6297 / 07531 574 537 or email info@purityds.com



