
 

 

Best way to control moles in the UK: 

Controlling moles in the UK can be a persistent challenge for gardeners and landowners, as 
these subterranean dwellers are known for their ability to create extensive tunnel systems, 
causing unsightly molehills and potentially damaging plant roots. While moles are not 
legally protected in the UK, it's crucial to employ methods that are humane and comply 
with regulations like the Animal Welfare Act 2006.  

Here's a breakdown of the best approaches: 

1. Understanding moles and their habits 

• Diet and Habitat: Moles primarily feed on earthworms and other soil invertebrates. 
They prefer well-drained, moist soils that are rich in their prey. 

• Activity: Moles are active year-round, with heightened activity observed in late 
winter and early spring. They are territorial and solitary animals, except during the 
mating season. 

• Benefits: Moles contribute to soil health by aerating the ground and controlling 
insect populations.  

2. Prevention and deterrence 

• Physical Barriers: 

o Mole Netting: Laying mole netting under turf before laying a new lawn can 
prevent moles from reaching the surface and creating molehills. However, 
this involves a significant effort in removing and relaying the turf, and plastic 
netting is ineffective against voles. 

o Underground Fences: Burying a barrier of wire mesh or hardware cloth 
around garden beds to a depth of at least 2 feet can prevent moles from 
entering specific areas. 

• Repellents: 

o Castor Oil: Moles dislike the strong scent and taste of castor oil, which can 
be applied to the lawn or garden in liquid form or biodegradable granules. 

o Plants: Planting mole-resistant plants like daffodils, marigolds, or alliums 
(like garlic) can naturally deter moles with their scents. However, the 
effectiveness of this method can vary. 



 

 

o Sonic Devices: Ultrasonic or sonic mole repellents emit sounds and 
vibrations underground, which are said to be unpleasant for moles and 
encourage them to leave. However, their effectiveness can be limited, and 
some products have received mixed reviews. 

3. Targeted removal (trapping) 

• Locate Active Tunnels: Identify tunnels with fresh molehills, often characterised by 
raised ridges across the lawn. 

• Set Traps: 

o Types: Traditional scissor traps and tunnel traps are commonly used. 

o Placement: Place traps in the main tunnels, not in the molehills themselves, 
and at least 150mm below ground. 

o Gloves: Wear gloves when handling traps to avoid leaving your scent. 

• Check Traps Regularly: Traps should be checked at least once a day, notes GOV.UK 
to ensure any caught moles are humanely dispatched and do not suffer 
unnecessarily. 

• Release or Dispose: If using live traps, release caught moles in a suitable, 
unoccupied habitat far from your property. If using lethal traps, dispose of the 
bodies according to local guidelines, such as by leaving them for scavengers in rural 
areas or bagging them for disposal in urban areas. 

4. Professional help 

• Complex or Persistent Infestations: For severe or persistent mole problems, or if you 
are uncomfortable with DIY methods, professional pest control companies offer 
expert services. 

• Expert Knowledge: Professionals have extensive experience in locating active 
tunnels and employing the most effective and humane trapping techniques. 

• Gassing (Controlled): While the use of poisons by amateurs is restricted, trained 
and licensed professionals may use fumigants like aluminium phosphide under 
strict conditions.  

5. Post-control repairs 

• Flatten Tunnels: Use a lawn roller or your feet to flatten the raised ridges created by 
mole tunnels. 



 

 

• Repair Molehills: Rake out the soil from molehills and use it as topsoil or for potting 
plants. 

• Re-seed or Re-turf: Fill in any depressions and reseed or re-turf affected areas to 
restore your lawn.  

Legal and ethical considerations 

• Moles are not protected under UK law, but the Animal Welfare Act 2006 mandates 
that any control methods must prevent unnecessary suffering. 

• Certain types of traps or methods are prohibited or restricted, according to GOV.UK. 

• Using poisons to kill moles is heavily regulated and generally discouraged due to the 
risk of harming other wildlife or pets.  

By carefully considering the options and choosing the methods best suited to your 
situation, you can effectively control moles in your UK garden or property while adhering to 
ethical and legal guidelines. 

Having problems with moles? 

Please call us today on 020 3784 6297 / 07531 574 537 or email info@purityds.com 


