
 

 

Controlling cluster flies in the UK:  

Cluster flies are a common nuisance in UK properties, particularly in the autumn and 
winter months when they seek shelter indoors to hibernate. These flies are larger and 
darker than houseflies, often seen clustered in large numbers in attics, lofts, or wall 
cavities. Unlike house flies, they don't breed indoors and aren't typically associated with 
poor hygiene, but their presence can be unpleasant and their excretions can stain 
surfaces.  

The best way to control cluster flies in the UK involves a combination of exclusion, trapping, 
and treatment: 

1. Exclusion and proofing 

• Seal Entry Points: This is the most crucial step. Inspect your property thoroughly, 
particularly in the attic, loft, and around windows, doors, and eaves, for any cracks, 
gaps, or openings that cluster flies might use to enter. Seal these entry points with 
caulk, sealant, or fine mesh screening. Pay close attention to: 

o Gaps around window and door frames 

o Cracks in walls or foundations 

o Openings around utility pipes and wires 

o Damaged screens or vents 

o Gaps under roof tiles or fascias. 

• Install Fly Screens: Fit fly screens on windows and doors, especially on upper floors 
and in attics or lofts, to prevent flies from entering while allowing ventilation. 

• Maintain Your property: Repair any damaged roofing or siding, as this can create 
entry points for flies.  

2. Trapping and killing flies 

• UV Light Traps: These traps use ultraviolet light to attract flies, then trap them on a 
sticky glue board or electrocute them. Place them in kitchens, attics, lofts, or other 
areas where cluster flies congregate. 

• Sticky Traps: These simple traps can be placed near windows or other areas where 
flies are active to catch them. 

• Fly Swatters: For individual flies, a fly swatter can be effective. 



 

 

• Vacuum Cleaner: A powerful vacuum cleaner can be used to remove large clusters 
of flies from surfaces. Ensure the vacuum cleaner bag is disposed of immediately to 
prevent flies from escaping. 

• Insecticide Sprays: Use a domestic insecticide spray labeled for flying insects. 
Apply the spray directly to clusters of flies or to surfaces where they rest, like 
window frames or ledges. Always follow product instructions carefully and ensure 
good ventilation.  

3. Professional pest control 

• Severe or Persistent Infestations: If you have a large or recurring cluster fly problem 
that DIY methods are not resolving, it's best to consult a professional pest control 
service. 

• Expert Solutions: Professionals can accurately identify the entry points and employ 
more potent and specialized treatments. They have access to stronger insecticides 
and can apply them safely and effectively in areas like roof spaces or wall cavities. 

• Fogging or ULV Treatments: Professional pest controllers may use fogging or ULV 
(ultra-low volume) treatments to disperse insecticides as a fine mist, reaching 
inaccessible areas where cluster flies might be hiding. 

• Heat Treatment: For severe infestations, professional heat treatments can be very 
effective in killing cluster flies at all life stages, including eggs and larvae, especially 
in areas like attics or lofts. 

• Integrated Pest Management (IPM): Professional pest controllers use an IPM 
strategy, combining various control methods for effective and sustainable cluster fly 
management.  

4. Addressing specific concerns 

• Cluster Flies in Attics/Lofts: Focus on sealing entry points and using UV light traps 
or insecticide sprays in these areas. 

• Cluster Flies on Windows: Use sticky traps or insecticide sprays to manage flies 
gathering on windows. 

• Cleaning After Infestation: After controlling the infestation, clean up any droppings 
or stains left by the flies using warm soapy water.  

By combining exclusion techniques with targeted treatments and seeking professional help 
for severe infestations, you can effectively control cluster flies in your UK property. 



 

 

Remember that cluster flies are often a seasonal problem, so preventative measures are 
most effective in the late summer and autumn before they begin seeking shelter indoors. 

Having problems with cluster flies? 

Please call us today on 020 3784 6297 / 07531 574 537 or email info@purityds.com 


