
 

 

The best way to control carpet beetles in the UK 

Controlling carpet beetles in the UK requires a comprehensive approach, as they can 
cause significant damage to fabrics and stored items if left unchecked.  

Here's a breakdown of the best way to control carpet beetles: 

1. Identification and assessment 

• Look for signs: Tiny beetles (2-4mm, often mottled brown, grey, and cream or solid 
black) on walls near windows, or dead on windowsills. You might also find their hairy 
larvae, known as "woolly bears", tiny faecal pellets (like grains of salt), and shed 
skins. 

• Assess the damage: Check natural fibers like wool, silk, fur, leather, and stored food 
products like grains and spices for holes, irregular patterns, or damage. Carpet 
beetles are known to damage textiles and stored products, with damage often 
appearing as random, scattered holes that can vary in size. 

2. Eliminate the source 

• Remove nests: Carpet beetles can originate from birds' nests or animal remains in 
attics and eaves. If safe, remove and destroy these. They may also infest wall 
insulation or soundproofing. 

• Remove infested materials: Dispose of heavily infested items in sealed bags to 
prevent spreading. 

• Seal entry points: Block potential entry points like cracks around windows, doors, 
and baseboards, and install screens on windows and vents.  

3. Cleaning and hygiene 

• Thorough vacuuming: Regularly vacuum carpets, upholstery, and crevices, 
especially in undisturbed areas, to remove eggs, larvae, and adult beetles. Pay extra 
attention to carpet edges and areas under furniture. 

• Dispose of vacuum bags: Immediately dispose of the vacuum bag or empty the 
canister outside after cleaning to prevent re-infestation. 

• Hot water washing: Wash infested fabrics and linens in hot water (60°C or higher) to 
kill larvae and eggs. For delicate items, consider professional cleaning. 

• Clean storage areas: Regularly clean and organize closets and storage areas, as 
clutter provides hiding spots. 



 

 

• Protect belongings: Store clothes and other susceptible items in sealed containers 
or garment bags. 

• Use deterrents: Cedar blocks or lavender sachets can help deter beetles in stored 
fabrics.  

4. Insecticides and treatments 

• Targeted sprays: Apply insecticide sprays specifically designed for carpet beetles to 
the underside of carpets, around edges, and into crevices.  

• Carpet powders: Sprinkle insecticide powder or diatomaceous earth into carpets, 
along skirting boards, and under furniture. Diatomaceous Earth is a natural option. 

• Fumers and foggers: Consider fumers and foggers for hard-to-reach areas where 
larvae might be hiding. 

• Professional treatment: For severe or persistent infestations, professional pest 
control is recommended. They have access to more potent treatments and 
expertise to ensure complete eradication. Professionals have experience with these 
pests and can use more effective chemicals. 

• Post-treatment care: After applying insecticide, let the spray dry before touching 
surfaces. Reduce humidity by opening windows and increasing heat. Avoid 
vacuuming for at least 2 weeks.  

5. Preventative measures 

• Seal entry points: Regularly inspect and seal cracks, gaps, and holes in windows, 
doors, and walls to prevent beetles from entering. 

• Maintain cleanliness: Keep your home clean, especially carpets, to remove debris 
and potential food sources. 

• Inspect and clean stored items: Regularly check and clean clothing, curtains, and 
linens, especially those stored for extended periods. 

• Control humidity: Maintaining a dry environment can deter infestations, as carpet 
beetles thrive in humid conditions.  

By implementing these strategies, you can effectively control and prevent carpet beetle 
infestations in your UK property. Remember that larvae are the most destructive stage, and 
early detection and consistent action are key to protecting your belongings. 

 



 

 

Having problems with carpet beetles? 

Please call us today on 020 3784 6297 / 07531 574 537 or email info@purityds.com 


