The best way to control bees in the UK

In the UK, bees are not legally protected, meaning that technically, their nests can be
destroyed if necessary. However, bees are crucial for the ecosystem and many species are
in decline, so their preservation is encouraged.

The best approach to managing bees depends on several factors:
1. Type of bee

e Honey bees: Form large colonies and produce honey and wax. If they've nested in a
problematic location like a chimney or wall cavity, removal and relocation are
options.

¢ Bumblebees: Larger and furrier than honey bees, nesting in various locations like
compost bins or abandoned burrows. They are generally not aggressive and their
colonies die off naturally in autumn, so leaving them undisturbed is often the best
course of action.

e Solitary/Masonry bees: Smaller, with reddish-brown abdomens and black bodies.
They nest in holes in walls or the ground. They are not typically aggressive and their
nesting doesn't usually cause structural problems, so leaving them alone is
recommended.

2. Location of the nest

e Temporary swarm: A cluster of honey bees resting during relocation. They typically
move on within a day or two. Contacting a local swarm collector (often found
through the British Beekeepers Association) is the best option for safe removal and
relocation.

e Established nestin a building: If honey bees have set up a permanent home in your
walls, roof, or chimney, professional live removal and relocation are recommended.
Professional pest control companies specialise in this, offering ethical solutions.

e Qutdoor or underground nest (especially bumblebees): Leaving these nests
undisturbed is generally the preferred option, as the bees are unlikely to cause
problems and their presence is beneficial for the environment.

3. Risk and urgency

e Allergic reaction: If anyone in your household is severely allergic to bee stings,
prioritise professional assistance for removal or relocation.



e Safety concern: If the bees are in a high-traffic area where stings are a significant
risk, or if the nest is causing property damage, professional removal may be
necessary.

4. Ethical considerations

e Bee conservation: Given the importance of bees and their declining numbers,
ethical and humane removal methods are preferred over destruction whenever
possible. Many pest control companies now offer live bee removal and relocation
services.

5. DIY options (for minor issues)

e Repellents: Bees dislike certain scents. You can try planting bee-repellent plants
like mint or citronella, using vinegar sprays (diluted),

¢ Prevention: Seal cracks and holes in your home's exterior to prevent bees from
nesting inside. Use mesh on vents and ensure food is covered.

Important: If you're dealing with a large or established colony, or if you're unsure about the
type of bee or the best course of action, it's always best to consult a professional pest
controller or beekeeper. They can assess the situation and provide the safest and most
ethical solution for your specific circumstances.

Having problems with bees?

Please call us today on 020 3784 6297 / 07531 574 537 or email info@purityds.com



