
 

 

Effective ant control strategies in the UK 

Ant infestations in the UK can be a nuisance, and dealing with them effectively often 
requires a combination of strategies. Here's a breakdown of the best ways to control ants:  

1. Prevention is key 

• Maintain a clean environment: Ants are attracted to food sources. Regularly sweep 
floors, wipe down counters, store food in sealed containers, and promptly clean up 
spills, especially sugary liquids. Don't leave pet food out overnight. 

• Seal entry points: Check for and seal any cracks or holes in your walls, floors, and 
foundations that ants might use to enter your premises. Use caulk, filler, or weather 
stripping to close these gaps. 

• Remove outdoor attractions: Keep outdoor areas clean and free of debris, food 
scraps, and standing water. Trim vegetation away from your property to prevent ants 
from using it as a bridge to enter.  

2. Natural remedies (for minor infestations or as deterrents) 

• Vinegar and lemon juice: Ants dislike strong acidic scents. Spray a mixture of equal 
parts vinegar and water, or one part lemon juice to three parts water, along ant trails 
and entry points. 

• Essential oils: Peppermint, tea tree, lemon eucalyptus, lavender, and rosemary oil 
can deter ants due to their strong scents. Mix a few drops with water and spray or 
wipe on affected areas. 

• Diatomaceous earth (food-grade): This powdery substance can dehydrate and kill 
ants on contact. Sprinkle it in areas where you see ant activity, focusing on trails and 
entry points. 

• Other deterrents: Coffee grounds, cucumber peels, bay leaves, cinnamon sticks, 
salt, chalk, and even a line of flour can also deter ants from crossing certain areas.  

3. Targeting the nest (for more severe infestations) 

• Ant bait stations: These contain a slow-acting poison mixed with an attractant. 
Worker ants carry the bait back to the colony, poisoning the entire nest, including 
the queen. Place them near ant trails or known nest entrances. 

• Ant killer sprays and powders: While these provide quick knockdown for visible ants, 
they may not eliminate the entire colony. Consider using them in combination with 
baits for better results.  



 

 

4. Professional help (for persistent or large infestations) 

• If home remedies and over-the-counter products are not effective, consider 
contacting a professional pest control service. They can identify the specific ant 
species, locate nests, and apply targeted treatments safely and effectively.  

Important considerations: 

• Species identification: Different ant species may respond to different treatments. 

• Safety: When using chemical treatments, always follow the product instructions 
and take precautions to protect children and pets. 

• Patience: Eliminating an ant infestation can take time, especially if the nest is large 
or multiple nests are present.  

By implementing these preventative measures and using appropriate treatments, you can 
effectively control ant populations in and around your UK property. 

Having problems with ants? 

Please call us today on 020 3784 6297 / 07531 574 537 or email info@purityds.com 


